Irish Hangliding and Paragliding Association Standard Operating Procedure 04

Irish Hangliding and Paragliding Association

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE
Reporting a paragliding accident to
emergency services

Document number: 04

Title: Reporting a paragliding accident to emergency services

Version number and date: Version 1 Effective date: 1/5/2020

Superseded version number & date (if applicable): N/A

Written by: Elaine O’'Mullane

Reviewed by: Philip Lardner/Paul Hogan

Approved by: Pearse Cafferty

Background

The IHPA strives to reduce the risk of an accident as much as possible while allowing
participants to continue to enjoy their sport. However, hang gliding and paragliding
are high-risk sports. A IHPA committee meeting was convened following the recent
paragliding accident which resulted in a fatality. During the meeting it became
apparent that the process of contacting the emergency services may vary depending
on circumstances, i.e. eye witness reporting of an accident to next of kin reporting a
missing person. It was decided that the process needed to be clarified to assist with
prompt reporting and action.

Purpose
The purpose of this standard operating procedure is to give a clear, concise and
efficient way for IHPA members to report an accident or a missing pilot.

Scope of this SOP
This SOP applies to all IHPA members.

Abbreviations
» SOP: Standard Operating Procedure
* |HPA: Irish Hangliding and Paragliding Association
* Kestrals: Munster Kestrals Paragliding group
(contact Joan Ryan: 086 8322314)
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Procedure: Reporting a Paragliding Accident

Prior to contacting the emergency services determine location details to direct
1 emergency services (e.g. GPS, Long/Lat, geographical location [i.e. west facing
ridge above 9 Stones carpark] nearest eircode, etc.).

2 Nominate one person to be the link with emergency services.

3 Phone 999 or 112 and state your emergency.

While waiting for emergency services and administering first aid establish as
many details as possible, such as name of injured pilot, people who were flying
with him/her, location of car and it’s keys (if driven), and any other revevant
information. This may be gained by contacting the association members using
the main WhatsApp groups, i.e. IHPA and Kestrals or from the concerned
family/friend.

5 Identify witnesses and seek a witness report to assist in any investigation.
6 Do not disturb any flying equipment as there may be an AAIU investigation.

Relatives will be notified by the police. Limit information on social media until
family is notified.

8 Inform the IHPA Safety Officer/IHPA committee as soon as possible.

References

IHPA Operations Manual
https://www.ihpa.ie/index.php/cb-user-profile/admin/ihpa-operations-manual-
draft#accident-reporting-investigation

References: Contact IHPA Committee Members
https://www.ihpa.ie/index.php/component/comprofiler/userslist/4-ihpa-
executive-committee-source-source?ltemid=181

Related SOP’s
SOP 1: IHPA response to media queries
https://ihpa.ie/limages/SOPs/SOP 1 IHPA response to Media Queries 1-5-20.pdf

SOP 2: IHPA response to ATC queries
https://inpa.ie/images/SOPs/SOP 2 IHPA response to ATC Queries 1-5-20.pdf
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